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dissolved or not. By doing it in the glass test tubes I was able
to see whether equal proportions of caustic soda and arsenic made
a proper solution. The glass tubes are available if wanted. I
had among my papers a catalogue of the Boundary Chemical Com-
pany, in which there is an advertisement of what they call Kilm.
I purchased one of these Kilm patent weed eradicators before the
war, but when I came back from the war it was not usable. The
whole of the body of it is made of cardboard, and it had been kept
in a cupboard; the damp had got at it, and it had all gone bad.
That instrument gave me the idea that if I injected a form of
poison at the root of these big dandelions it would hare the same
effect as the original instrument. As a matter of fact, the original
instrument did inject poison at the root, and it was a success. I
put the packets of the arsenic which I have referred to into the
pocket of the Norfolk jacket, which has been produced. I made
a hole at the base of the biggest dandelion roots I could find with
an old file that was lying in the garden, and, having cut the whole
of the root, I emptied the contents of a packet into it. It seemed
to have a successful effect.
By Mr. justice darlistg—Did it take one packet to kill one
dandelion?—One big root 3 or 4 inches round. I did not weigh
the quantity of arsenic I put into the root of the dandelion.
Examination continued—The surrounding grass was spared.
I believe I used up all the packets I made. As regards the coat
in which I kept the packets of arsenic, it was a coat I had had for
some time which I used for working in the garden. I had it on
the day I was arrested,
By Mr. justice darling—Where were you arrested?—At my
office in Hay.
Examination continued—It was a Saturday when I was
arrested. I have forgotten what the price of a quarter of a
pound of arsenic was.
In that jacket there were a number of letters. How did those
come to be in the jacket at the same time?—The night before I
turned out the contents of the coat that I was then wearing; the
next morning, knowing that I would be working in the afternoon
in the garden, I put letters which I had in my old coat, together
with some letters that had arrived by that morning's post, in the
pockets of that particular jacket. I am in the habit of emptying
my pockets before I go to bed every night. I was also wearing an
old pair of riding breeches and trench boots that morning. It
was shortly after ten o'clock in the morning when Inspector
Crutchett called at my office. The officers were with me in my
office until after four. During the earlier portion of the inter-
view I made the statement which has been read. I did not have
any food from breakfast time until I got a cup of tea given to me
at the police station at five o'clock.
In that statement you used these words, " In January, 1921,
I made a further purchase of a quarter of a pound of arsenic at
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